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RESTRICTIONS ON COMMERCE'
It was the policy of the Spanish sovereigns, or government, as to their American colonies, to render them, in every way that could be done, contrib-utary to the power and prosperity of Spain. In the grants of *he country, made to the first adventurers, the Spanish monarchs reserved one fifth of the gold and silver that might be obtained, and for a considerable period the precious metals were the only objects that attracted attention, either in the colonies or Old Spain. The right of the sovereign to a share of the products of the mines was ever after maintained, and it was the intention of Spain to confine the industry of the colonies to mining, for two reasons: one, the revenue derived to the crown from this source, and the other, to prevent such branches of agriculture as might interfere with the products of Spain. The cultivation of the vine and olive were at first prohibited in America, and afterward allowed in Peru and Chili, in consequence of the difficulty of conveying such bulky articles as wine and oil across the isthmus to Panama; and these colonies were not permitted to export the products of the vine or olive to those parts of Spanish America which could obtain them from Spain; and, with this privilege, that of cultivating tobacco, which was raised in other parts of Spanish America, but under regulations of a royal monopoly.
The same jealousy crippled the industry of the colonies in other departments; several kinds of manufactures were prohibited, which it was thought might prove detrimental to the mother country. The commercial restrictions Imposed on the colonies were still more rigid and intolerable. In pursuance of the maxim that the colonies were, in every possible way, to be rendered contributory to the, interests of Spain, without ^regarding their own, they were denied all commerce with every other portion* of the world; their own productions must all be carried to Spain, in the first instance, wherever might be the plaee of their consumption, and all their own wants must be supplied by the parent state; and even this direSt commerce they were not permitted to carry on themselves; no vessel, owned in the colonies, was ever allowed to carry to Kurope the produce of the country to which it belonged. All the trade with the colonies was carried on in Spanish bottoms, and under such regulations as subjected them to great inconvenience. Not only was every speeies of ronnne.ree with America, by foreigners, prohibited under the severest penalties, and confiscation and death inflicted on the inhabitants who had the temerity to trade with them, but no foreigner was suffered to enter the colonies without express permission. Even the commerce of one colony with another \vas either prohibited, or trammelled with intolerable restrictions.
Thus was Spanish America shut up from the world, crippled in its growth, kept in leading strings, and in a perpetual state of minority; and whilst chastised with the lash of a jealous and unfeeling master^ ^as insulted by being reminded of his parental affection and relationship. These impolitic and unjust measures, founded in a spirit of selfishness and jealousy, together with the hardships \vlueh attend the planting of new settlements, so checked the spirit of emigration, that at the expiration of sixty years from the first discovery of America, the number of Spaniards in all their settlements, did not exceed fifteen thousand.
An ecclesiastical establishment was instituted in Spanish America, as an auxiliary branch of the government, on a similar model to that in Spain, and wa-s extremely burdensome to a young and growing state. At so early a period as the year 1501, the payment of tithes was required, and laws made to enforce it.ommercial affairs of America, there was established, as early as 1501, a board of trade at Seville, called Casa de la Contraction. It took cognisance of whatever related to the commercial intercourse with America, regulated the export and importle and inviting weredredthey could no longer be restrained, and Pizarro was obliged to order the whole melted down, and divided among his followers. The captive monarch, having performed his part of the contract, now demanded to be set at liberty; but the perfidious Spanish leader had no such intention, his only object being to secure the plunder; and he even meditated taking the life of his credulousaez's men as served with reluctan after which he mustered five hundred and fifty foot-soldiers and forty hor men, and possessed a train of nine field-pieces. With this force, and 1 thousand Tlaxcalans and other friendly Indians, he set out once more for 1ission, which in strike the public chord as Webster's famous Hiilse-mann letter had done. His judicious exposition of the American theory of citizenship, and his declaration of the right of the United States to affordl address.]rsey; and in November, 1681, Jennings, acting as governor
